
Notes	of	the	Still	Green	Meeting	on	
Saturday	May	21st.	
Present: Jenny Borden, Wayne Borden, James Chew, Christopher Coffin, Karen Coffin, Ruth 
Gapp, Marilyn Martin, Jayne Meadows, Jo and Rob Paton, Ines Russell, Surjit, Alex Yeats 

Apologies: Gloria Chew, Alan and Donna Budden, Sheila Bacon, Malcolm Brighton, Sheila 
Dale, Clare Scott, Tess and Gus Smith 

Reports:  Rob expanded on points in the report and developments since – including reading a 
pessimistic email from Robert Purton about developments in the local housing development 
market (in the short-term, developers were fully committed; in the medium and longer term, 
they were concerned about gathering clouds, and so were holding back on future 
commitments).  Hence the prospects of finding a different development partner for Monkston 
Park were very slim indeed.  Jenny reported on the recruitment difficulties faced by the  
Colchester and London cohousing schemes. 

Where do members stand?  The Patons would have to proceed with downsizing and could no 
longer bank on an MK cohousing scheme coming together in time. The Bordens were 
committing to what remained of the Woodside scheme in London and in due course Jenny 
would like to leave the Board. Ines Russell felt likewise that she would have to find another 
solution. Alex Yeats said he found it hard to envisage moving again even if another scheme 
came together.  Jayne Meadows wished to stand down from the board.  On the other hand, all 
remained convinced by the cohousing idea and those who wished to stand down from 
leadership positions intended to remain as supporting members (and as with other supporting 
members, the possibility of residency was not completely ruled out).  Prospective/new 
members remained enthusiastic (NB the Smiths had said they would apply for membership 
and were very sorry that a bereavement had prevented their attendance). 

Regrouping.  The sense of the meeting was that we needed a period of transition – as the old 
leadership team stood down and a completely new Board was phased in.  This would take a 
few months and would involve conversations with members about how they could contribute. 
We noted the support received by K1 from the Cambridge Council, and so as part of this 
transition, Rob would write a brief note to help re-position ourselves within MK, and would 
try to speak to one or two senior figures in the council. We might mark the transition with a 
party in August. 

Practical steps on marketing.  We understood that it had been very hard to progress this in 
the face of losing the site. We needed to remove references to the site from the website and 
the Prospectus. James would return to finishing off the new website. RP to tidy up the 
dropbox and archive material no longer of direct relevance; Marilyn to be invited to join the 
main SG dropbox asap. RP and MM to meet to talk through a handover of some tasks and to 
clarify the practicalities of digital marketing.  Clarity needed on who was our link to the UK 
Network - a role for Ruth?  RP had drafted a piece for the UK Network bulletin, and we 
should try to place a short notice in it regularly as part of raising and maintaining a profile.  
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