
Minutes of the Still Green General Meeting 19th September, 2015 

Present: Sheila Bacon, Jenny Borden (chairing), Malcolm Brighton (observing by 
invitation) Alan Budden, Donna Budden, James Chew, Gloria Chew, Jayne Meadows, 
Jo Paton, Rob Paton (minute-taker), Ines Russell, Clare Scott, Alex Yeats  

Apologies: Wayne Borden, Chris Coffin, Karen Coffin, Sheila Dale, Ruth Gapp, 
Alice Maynard, Nick Pandya, Don and Denise Rowe,  

1  The minutes of our July General Meeting were confirmed and signed.  It was 
noted that we had held a very enjoyable, informal social and information update on 
August 15th chez Bordens. 

2  Chairs Report.   
This was received and accepted.   
We noted that Alice had facilitated her last Board Meeting. We agreed to record our 
fulsome thanks for her tireless and expert service in support of the project.  

3  Treasurer’s report.   
This was received and accepted. 
The Treasurer also reported that the Board had decided, now that the Loans policy 
would shortly come into effect, to reduce the membership fee to £60/year. 

4 The Architects’ Presentation and the ensuing discussions 
We agreed to thank the architects for an engaging and highly informative session that 
had been very carefully, and thoughtfully prepared.  
We agreed that the evident consensus of those present at the discussion was that Still 
Green now had the basis for progressing the project by entering pre-application 
discussions with the planners.  This would be on the basis of  

• the configuration that provided a path through the cohousing terrace to an area 
of shared garden between the two terraces 

• the flats and common house forming a single complex  
• that this complex might be three storey or partly four storey, a matter that the 

architects team would consider further. 

We reflected together on the discussions.  We agreed that while the day had been a 
success, it had also been challenging in ways and for reasons that were likely to recur 
as the design and development process continued.  In particular, we noted that: 

• the issues were complex requiring us to absorb a great detail of information 
• the time available, even in a full day meeting, was hardly sufficient 
• the need to allow ‘new attenders’ the chance to become involved added to the 

time pressure 



• earlier decisions made in quite general terms (and entirely adequate at that 
point) were now needing to be revisited in order to achieve greater clarity 
over our requirements 

• this added to the importance of recording our thinking in the evolving design 
brief so that newcomers could more easily catch up  

• the need to devise ways of using additional forums for discussion – both 
face-to-face and on line.   

5   AOB and date future meetings.   
No matters were raised, but the following dates were noted for the next three General 
Meetings: 
Saturday 17th October, 13.00 – 17.00, to be held at the community room in ASDA, in 
Bletchley more details to follow (and thanks to Gloria and James for arranging this) . 
Saturday 21st November, all day – at the Quaker Centre 
Friday 18th December, evening update and social, venue to be confirmed. 

 

 

 


