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 Still Green – Third Age Cohousing, MK 

 

 

Our next bring-and-share Social is from 18.30 – 21.00 on Saturday 19th November in the Borden’s 

house,  40 Top Field Furlong, Red House Park, MK    It’ll be our last one there – don’t miss it! 

 

AGM and public meeting 
We are holding a public event on the 
afternoon of Saturday, January 21st to raise 
our profile and to attract as much new 
interest as possible. The theme will be: 
"Everything you (or your parents) need to 
know about cohousing". 
Maria Benton, the network’s Ambassador for 
Senior Cohousing, will be our speaker.  We 
hope to have a display as well. The 
programme, still being finalised, is looking like 
this: 
12.15 - AGM  
12.45 - Bring-and-share lunch  
13.30 – Clear and prepare  
14.00 – Public meeting, with tea break in the 
middle) 
16.00 - Close and clear.  

Your help needed! 
We will be distributing the lovely new leaflets 
and some posters in a range of outlets such as 
libraries, places of worship, Parish Councils 
and meeting places. If you have can help with 
this, or have suggestions of other suitable 
places to put them, please let Ruth know. We 
will also be providing ‘tickets’ through 
Eventbrite and using the website and 
Facebook to reach out. 
 
Above all, contacts count!  A short message 
with an invitation attached (it will be on the 
lines shown in the next column) sent to 
someone you know, means the invitation is 

likely to be read. And that will mean Still 
Green is being noticed.  Whether your 
contacts attend or not is secondary – they will 
have heard of us, they may well form a 
favourable impression, and they may mention 
us to others.   
So, we need members to send invitations to 
personal contacts who may be interested – 
better still, mention it to them directly or in a 
call.  We particularly want to reach people 
with positions of responsibility in the MK 
community, or who are active in community 
groups like Age UK, U3A, WI, MK Forum and 
so on.  
So, how many people can you invite – five, 
ten, fifteen, even?   And tell us if you know any 
councillors, or someone working in the local 
press or radio, or other key organizations.  
 

  
 

New sources of funding 
Interesting new prospects for assistance with 
funding have appeared. The Government’s big 
Home Building Fund - £ 3 Billion over several 
years – has provision for community based 
initiatives.  Venturesome – a branch of CAF 
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Bank - has a scheme to help with pre-
development finance (arguably, the trickiest 
moment). It is not cheap, but being based on 
a success fee, it is structured in a way that 
matches the circumstances (if the planning 
application fails, then the loan is written off).  
Finally, the cohousing group ‘On the brink’ 
have reported on their positive experience 
with seeking  peer-to-peer lending 
http://cohousing.org.uk/news/brink-our-
experience-peer-peer-investment-our-
cohousing-project. Worth a read! 

September GM 

We welcomed back Hans and Lucy who visited 
us a year ago.  They hope their situation will 
clarify shortly – with a good chance that they 
will then join Still Green (meanwhile, Hans has 
helped us with our marketing plan).   

Rob reported in detail on his discussion with 
the CEO and Finance Director of the body that 
owns the site that we hope we can share.  
Notwithstanding expressions of goodwill and 
signs that Still Green was being taken 
seriously, we will not hear until December 
whether they need a partner to carry through 
the developments they are hoping for. 

We discussed recruitment plans and agreed 
that our general meeting scheduled for 21st 
January should be designed as a recruitment 
event, with a short, members-only AGM 
before or after the main event.   

We also had a useful discussion, unpicking a 
communication failure that had arisen over 
the summer.  Moral to the story: if someone 
does work preparing an initiative, he or she 
must come to the Board meeting when it is 
discussed.   

Picture us 

Gloria Chew has been doing sterling work on 
appraising and seeking images for use in our 
publicity.  The feedback she has been given is 
that the ones we have been using are not as 
good as they should be. She has sourced some 
really lovely – and appropriate – images which 
we are using instead.  But we pay for these; 

and too much use of professional 
photographs could mean we look glossy and 
contrived – less authentic and down-to-earth.  

So: we need better pictures of us – of Still 
Green’s actual members.  To make sure they 
really are better we need to put aside time for 
photographs at one or two of our meetings, 
and we need to invite members or friends 
who are nifty with their cameras to 
photograph us (volunteers please!). Gloria 
also suggests we might imitate some of the 
poses and settings of the images she has 
sourced – so we have well composed pictures 
that are of us. 

Finally, Gloria has pointed out that to avoid 
any later difficulties, we should ensure we 
have member (and prospective member) 
consent for taking and using these pictures. As 
a starter towards that, please let a board 
member know if you are, or may be, 
uncomfortable with appearing in our 
publicity. 

Most recent Board meeting 

The most recent board meeting noted that 
nearly all our members had renewed their 
subscriptions (now up to 18)– so only a few of 
you will be gently reminded that these are 
now overdue!   We also continued to work on 
the great ‘Who does what?’ challenge – which 
served to remind us how important it is to 
attract in new blood to share the load, and to 
replace those who have indicated they need 
to step down.  With that in mind, we 
approved a simple Marketing strategy based 
on a ‘gradual build-up.’ Phase one is running a 
low-cost event in January; phase two is 
reviewing that and how our use of media and 
various messages were received, taking 
professional advice on what the choices are 
for doing better in a sustained way thereafter.     

And don’t forget… 

…our Christmas Social at Alice Maynard’s 
House from 18.15 to 20.45 on Saturday 17th 
December.  By then we may have news to 
share about the possible site.  
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