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Our next bring-and-share Social is from 18.15 – 20.45 on Saturday 18th February  

at Alice’s House in Downhead Park (a change of venue from previous announcement)  

 

AGM and public meeting 
At the AGM Hans’s nomination to the board 
was approved with enthusiasm and gratitude.  
Members recognised that we need more 
people willing to serve in this way and 
informal conversations are underway - I can 
report that Nick Pandya is willing to see his 
name go forward to the GM in March. But we 
still need one more person (at least)!  Please 
consider this yourself – and urge those you 
judge suitable to consider this. 

The public meeting with Maria Brenton went 
off well.  She reported on the high spirits 
among OWCH members now that they have 
moved in – balancing this with an unvarnished 
account of the struggles they had endured in 
their final years and months (especially the 
building delays).  We had hoped for more new 
faces – but those who were there were 
seriously interested and hung around 
afterwards chatting further.  

So thanks to everyone who helped (and 
Quakers enjoyed the left-overs of the 
excellent cakes the following day).   

Three Counties Radio 
If it’s true that we all achieve ‘fifteen minutes 
of fame,’ then we received five of ours on the 
Andy Collins breakfast show on 3CR 
(http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p04pmt7d). The 
link should take you to the whole programme 
and then you need to move the slide to find 
the relevant segments. These are: 

 24 minutes in:  a compilation of 

interview excerpts from the 21st Jan 

(Maria, Rob, Karen) with short 

snippets of song.  

 1 hour and 23 minutes in: live 

interview with Rob (unfortunately 

interrupted by a technical glitch at 

their end). 

These will not be available there for much 

longer.  But 3CR have sent us MP3 files of the 

interviews, and we hope to put these on our 

website before too long as part of the up-

grade.… 

The Bicester option? 
Those of you who are signed up to the Still 
Green Facebook page will have seen notice of 
the interesting developments at Bicester. 

They have a scheme to facilitate self-builders 
and explicitly refer to cohousing. Check it out 
at http://nwbicester.co.uk/masterplan/ .  It’s 
not Milton Keynes, but it’s not that far from 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p04pmt7d
http://nwbicester.co.uk/masterplan/
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Milton Keynes… and it has rail links to 
London…  
If the Council here is not willing to do 
something like this, then perhaps doing the 
scheme in Bicester is something we would 
have to consider?   It would not suit everyone 
– but we might attract more members from 
Oxford.   

Priorities looking ahead 
If now is not the time for Board service, there 
may still be others ways you can help.  

One clear message from the public meeting 
was that we need a better website and so it is 
wonderful that Clare Scott has offered to help 
with maintaining the website, once we have 
renewed it – she has done this before with a 
Wordpress site. So, a big thanks to her.   

We are planning for further open meetings to 
spread the word - and are working on 
receiving invitations to do that (so the 
promotional effort is not so heavy).  We are 
working on a good quality presentation with 
suitable visuals to make the most of these.  
We will be seeking feedback in due course on 
a draft of this.   

We need help with running ‘enquirers 
meetings’ for prospective members – we need 
a small panel of people whom we can draw on 
to share these depending on availability.  We 
are developing the resources we need to 
make these easier to run (simple structures of 
topics and exercises, FAQs, and so on).  James 
has offered – might you also help? 

 

 

 

 

 

Whatever happened to 
Monkston Park? 

Apparently MKDP received more than 10 bids 
for the site – and their Board was about to 
decide to which offer to accept.  Some weeks 
of final negotiations and contracting will 
probably be needed before an announcement 
is made. So this is taking longer than they 
anticipated. But it remains of real interest to 
us, because only at that point will we hear if 
the buyers want to pay for the technical 
reports we commissioned.  

Forthcoming meetings 

The next Board meeting is on Saturday 18th 
February (over lunch time).  It’s not too late to 
ask for you to consider something. And we 
really should have at least one more 
nomination for the board. 

On the same day, we have another Follow-up 
session to our public meeting - for enquirers 
who want to know more.  It will run from 
14.00 to 16.30.  

Our next Social is also on Saturday 18th 
February - at 18.15 to 20.45 at Alice 
Maynard’s house, 3 Haythrop Close, 
Downhead Park MK15 9DD 

Our next General Meeting will be held on 
March 21st, from 14.00 to 16.00 and will be 
proceeded by a bring-and -share lunch from 
12.30.   


